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pletely ignorant of the history of their subject, and do not
invariably possess any acquaintance with ordinary mathematical
appliances such as almanacs, slide rules, verniers, or even com-
puting machines. The aim is to develop an almost pathological
proficiency in a limited range of technique, often of a kind which
has long since outlived its usefulness or has not yet been proved
to have any.

Beyond this loontf the sinister fact that the task of teaching
mathematics in Britain is hampered by an antiquated system of
weights and measures. This is disastrous for education in more
than one way. One is that the.child is forced to undertake tedious
arithmetical exploits at an age when he has no interest in
manipulating large numbers. Hence he has often acquired an
active hostility to number-lore long before he takes up the
systematic study of mathematics. Another is that the current coin
of physical discourse has little relation to the units of the practising
engineer. This makes exact science a cult which has no very
obvious relation to everyday life in Britain. In France the intro-
duction of the metric system was only gained at the cost of a
revolution. Mr. A. P. Herbert has shown that a university
member can compel our own Parliament to make divorce easier.
Is it too much to ask mathematical teachers to insist that every
parliamentary representative for a university seat should give an
undertaking to introduce a bill for the remarriage of arithmetic
with common sense ?

Mathematicians have another political responsibility connected
with arithmetic. The recent analysis undertaken by Dr. Enid
Charles shows that whatever changes in fertility and mortality
may conceivably conspire to arrest a rapid decline of net popula-
tion from 1945 onwards, nothing can now forestall a rapid and
spectacular depletion of the school age groups during the next
two decades. Therefore the choice lies between a period of acute
unemployment for teachers or a drastic reform of educational
routine. No teacher should teach for more than ten hours a week.
By 1950 an enormous reduction of working hours can be achieved
without any increase in the cost of education. My last word is to